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	Estremi del bando di selezione
	Repertorio n. 127/2025 del 14/02/2025 Bando n. 1/2025 “Marker neuropatologici nel cervello e midollo spinale, indotti dall’infusione di aggregati proteici tossici”

	Informazioni aggiornate al
	25/02/2025

	Nome e Cognome
	Maria Francesca Palmas

	Data di nascita
	


Esperienza professionale 

	Periodo
	Ente
	Principali attività e responsabilità 

	Marzo 2023-Febbraio 2025
	Università degli Studi di Cagliari
	Assegnista di ricerca in un progetto finanziato dall’azienda Sudcoreana AevisBio Inc, al fine di valutare l’efficacia neuroprotettiva di un farmaco immunomodulatore in modelli animali di malattia di Parkinson.

	2016 – 2019
	Università degli Studi di Cagliari
	Tutor di Laboratorio – Piano nazionale

Lauree Scientifiche PLS Biologia e

Biotecnologie


Istruzione, formazione (es. titoli di studio, certificazioni professionali/linguistiche/informatiche)
	Data
	Titolo / Principali tematiche
	Ente

	26/03/2024
	Attestato di tirocinio della durata di tre mesi per lo svolgimento delle funzioni di cui all'articolo 23, comma 2, lettere a), c), d) del decreto legislativo n. 26/2014 per la specie RATTO
	O.P.B.A. Università degli Studi di Cagliari

	16/01/2023
	Dottorato in Neuroscienze
	Università degli Studi di Cagliari

	13/12/2023
	Attestato formazione parte pratica per lo svolgimento delle funzioni a), c), d), di cui all’art. 8 del DM 5 agosto 2021 – ratti – topi. Decreto Direttoriale 18 marzo 2022 – I Edizione.
	O.P.B.A. Università degli Studi di Cagliari

	Settembre

2022
	Visiting PhD Student
	Instituto de Investigaciones Biomédicas

de Barcelona (IIBB) – Department of

Neuroscience and Experimental

Therapeutics, Laboratory of System

Neuropharmacology

	Novembre

2021 –

Maggio 2022
	Visiting PhD Student
	Weizmann Institute of Science –

Department of Brain Sciences,

Laboratory of Neuroimmunology

	15/01/2022
	TOEFL Essential – Certificato conoscenza lingua Inglese
	ETS (Educational Training Service)

	24/07/2019
	Laurea magistrale Neuropsicobiologia
	Università degli Studi di Cagliari

	Settembre - Novembre 2018
	Tirocinio volontario
	Università di Würzburg, Würzburg, Germany – Dipartimento di Neurobiologia e Genetica

	22/02/2017
	Laurea triennale Biologia
	Università degli Studi di Cagliari


Pubblicazioni / Convegni
	Pubblicazioni:

· Palmas MF, Ena A, Burgaletto C, Casu MA, Cantarella G, Carboni E, Etzi M, De Simone A, Fusco G, Cardia MC, Lai F, Picci L, Tweedie D, Scerba MT, Coroneo V, Bernardini R, Greig NH, Pisanu A, Carta AR. Repurposing Pomalidomide as a Neuroprotective Drug: Efficacy in an Alpha-Synuclein-Based Model of Parkinson's Disease. Neurotherapeutics. 2022 Jan 24.

· Palmas MF, Etzi M, Pisanu A, Camoglio C, Sagheddu C, Santoni M, Manchinu MF, Pala M, Fusco G, De Simone A, Picci L, Mulas G, Spiga S, Scherma M, Fadda P, Pistis M, Simola N, Carboni E, Carta AR. The Intranigral Infusion of Human-Alpha Synuclein Oligomers Induces a Cognitive Impairment in Rats Associated with Changes in Neuronal Firing and Neuroinflammation in the Anterior Cingulate Cortex. Cells. 2022 Aug 24;11(17):2628.

· Manchinu MF, Pala M*, Palmas MF*, Diana MA, Maschio A, Etzi M, Pisanu A, Diana FI, Marongiu J, Mansueto S, Carboni E, Fusco G, De Simone A, Carta AR. Region-specific changes in gene expression are associated with cognitive deficits in the alpha-synuclein-induced model of Parkinson's disease: A transcriptomic profiling study. Exp Neurol. 2024 Feb;372:114651.

· Boi L*, Pisanu A*, Palmas MF, Fusco G, Carboni E, Casu MA, Satta V, Scherma M, Janda E, Mocci I, Mulas G, Ena A, Spiga S, Fadda P, De Simone A, Carta AR. Modeling Parkinson's Disease Neuropathology and Symptoms by Intranigral Inoculation of Preformed Human α-Synuclein Oligomers. Int J Mol Sci. 2020 Nov 12;21(22):8535.
· Jung YJ, Tweedie D, Scerba MT, Kim DS, Palmas MF, Pisanu A, Carta AR and Greig NH (2021) Repurposing Immunomodulatory Imide Drugs (IMiDs) in Neuropsychiatric and Neurodegenerative Disorders. Front. Neurosci. 15:656921.
· Carta AR, Boi L, Pisanu A, Palmas MF, Carboni E, De Simone A. Advances in modelling alpha-synuclein-induced Parkinson's diseases in rodents: Virus-based models versus inoculation of exogenous preformed toxic species. J Neurosci Methods. 2020 May 15;338:108685.

· Vega-Benedetti AF, Porcedda C, Ercoli T, Fusco G, Burgaletto C, Pillai R, Palmas MF, Cantone AF, Angius F, Solla P, De Simone A, Cantarella G, Giallongo C, Sogos V, Defazio G, Carta AR. Immune responses to oligomeric α-synuclein in Parkinson's disease peripheral blood mononuclear cells. J Neurol. 2024 Sep;271(9):5916-5929.

· Carta AR, Pisanu A, Palmas MF, Barcia C, Cuenca-Bermejo L, Herrero, MT. (2022). MPTP: Advances from an Evergreen Neurotoxin. In: Kostrzewa, R.M. (eds) Handbook of Neurotoxicity. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-15080-7_104
· Angius F, Mocci I, Ercoli T, Loy F, Fadda L, Palmas MF, Cannas G, Manzin A, Defazio G, Carta AR. Combined measure of salivary alpha-synuclein species as diagnostic biomarker for Parkinson's disease. J Neurol. 2023 Nov;270(11):5613-5621.
· Cardia CM, Palmas MF, Casula L, Pisanu A, Marceddu S, Valenti D, Sinico C, Pini E, Scerba MT, Tweedie D, Greig NH, Carta AR, Lai F. Nanocrystals as an effective strategy to improve Pomalidomide bioavailability in rodent. Int J Pharm. 2022 Sep 25;625:122079.
· Scherma M*, Palmas MF*, Pisanu A, Masia P, Dedoni S, Camoglio C, Fratta W, Carta AR, Fadda P. Induction of Activity-Regulated Cytoskeleton-Associated Protein and c-Fos Expression in an Animal Model of Anorexia Nervosa. Nutrients. 2023 Sep 1;15(17):3830.

· Croese T*, Abellanas MA*, Polonsky H*, Arad M, Peralta Ramos JM, Riccitelli S, Medina S, Palmas MF, Strobel R, Castellani G, Kviatcovsky D, Phoelebuc S, Adam M, Murad S, Dieter A, Salame TM, Bradis A, Mehlman T, Singer O, Rivling M, Wiegert S, Shaul Y, Kobiler O, Yizhar O, Habib H, Schwartz M. Disruption of the Brain-Spleen Axis Accelerates Alzheimer's Disease Progression by Impairing Monocyte-Microglia Communication. Submitted to Nature Neuroscience

· Burgaletto C, Cantone AF, Palmas MF, Platania CBM, Di Benedetto G, Gaudio G, Barbagallo C, Ragusa M, Bucolo C, Vicario N, Carboni E, De Simone A, Bernardini R, Carta AR, Cantarella G. Retinal alterations resemble brain pathology in a rat model of Parkinson's disease induced by intranigral infusion of α-synuclein oligomers. Submitted to Cell Death Discovery

*equal contribution

	

	Oral presentations:

· CNR IN Retreat 2024 (S.Margherita di Pula 30 September – 3 October): Palmas MF. Dysregulation in microglia-related immune responses in cognitive impairment associated with Parkinson’s disease.

· SINS National Meeting (Turin, 14-17 September, 2023): Palmas MF. Role of neuroinflammation in the cognitive decline induced by the intracerebral infusion of alpha synuclein oligomers in a rat model of Parkinson’s disease.

· EMCCS WORKSHOP 2023 (Nora, 18-21 May, 2023): Palmas MF. Neuroimmune correlates of cognitive impairment in Parkinson's disease.

· ISN-ESN Meeting (Porto, August 08-11, 2023): Palmas MF, Burgaletto C, Casu MA, Cantarella G, De Simone A, Fusco G, Tweedie D, Scerba M, Greig NH, Pisanu A, Carta AR. Repurposing pomalidomide as a neuroprotective drug in an alpha-synuclein-based model of Parkinson's disease.
· SINS PhD National Meeting (Brescia, June 11th 2022): Palmas MF, Etzi M, Sagheddu C, Santoni M, Camoglio C, Fusco G, De Simone A, Picci L, Fadda P, Pistis M, Simola N, Carboni N, Pisanu A, Carta AR. Cognitive decline induced by intracerebral infusion of human-alpha synuclein oligomers is associated with altered neuronal firing in cingulate cortical neurons.

	Poster presentations: 
· MNESYS Annual Meeting (Genova, 27-28 Febbraio 2025): Palmas MF, Carta AR. PROFILES: Peripheral and central immune profiles revealing the impact of sex on biomarkers in Multiple Sclerosis and Parkinson’s disease. 
· FENS Forum 2024 (Vienna, 25-29 June 2024): Palmas MF, Etzi M, Manchinu MF, Diana FI, Marongiu J, Pala M, Sagheddu C, Santoni M, Fusco G, De Simone A, Pistis M, Pisanu A, Carta AR. Dysregulation in microglia-related immune responses in cognitive impairment associated with Parkinson’s disease. 
· SINS National Meeting (Turin, 14-17 September 2023): Palmas MF, Vega Benedetti AF, Porcedda C, Ercoli T, Burgaletto C, Defazio G, De Simone A, Cantarella G, Sogos V, Carta AR. Peripheral immunophenotype and inflammatory changes in Parkinson’s disease patients.
· 6th World Parkinson Congress | WPC 2023 (Barcelona, 4-7 July): Palmas MF, Etzi M, Pistis M, Simola N, Carboni E, Pisanu A, Carta AR. The intranigral infusion of alpha synuclein oligomers induces a cognitive decline underpinned by altered neuronal firing and neuroinflammation in cognition-related areas. 
· Motor neuron diseases (Turin, 4-5th November 2022): Palmas MF, Burgaletto C, Casu MA, Cantarella G, Etzi M, De Simone A, Fusco G, Cardia MC, Lai F, Tweedie D, Scerba MT, Greig NH, Pisanu A, Carta AR. Repurposing pomalidomide as a neuroprotective drug in an alpha synuclein based model of Parkinson’s disease. 
· SINS PhD National Meeting (Brescia, 11th June 2022): Palmas MF, Burgaletto C, Casu MA, Cantarella G, Etzi M, De Simone A, Fusco G, Cardia MC, Lai F, Picci L, Tweedie D, Scerba MT, Greig NH, Pisanu A, Carta AR. Repurposing pomalidomide as a neuroprotective drug in an alpha synuclein based model of Parkinson’s disease. 
· SINS National Meeting (Virtual, 9-11th September 2022): Palmas MF, Pisanu A, Ena A, Cantarella G, Burgaletto C, Bernardini R, Greig NH, De Simone A, Carta AR. Repositioning pomalidomide as a neuroprotective drug in the alpha-synuclein-based model of Parkinson’s disease. 


Altre attività scientifiche

	Premi: 

· SINS Travel Grant for FENS Forum 2024 - Recipient of a SINS travel grant to attend the FENS Forum 2024 

· ESN Travel Grant for FENS Forum 2024 - Recipient of a SINS travel grant to attend the FENS Forum 2024 
· 2023 ESN Young Member Symposium (YMS) - Selected to present a lecture at the ISN-ESN Meeting in Porto (August 8-11) and awarded a travel grant 

Grants: 

· PRIN 2020: 2020PBS5MJ_004. Component of Research Unit 

· Bando a Cascata Mnesys: Spoke 7 PROFILES research unit. Component of Research Unit 

Memberships: 
· SINS (Società Italiana di Neuroscienze) 
· ESN (European Society for Neurochemistry), affiliated with ISN and FENS 
· IMMUPARKNET (the role of IMMUnity in tackling PARKinson’s disease through a Translational NETwork) 




Luogo, data e firma
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