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BIO 

I am a second year Master's student in Applied Artificial Intelligence at the University of Cagliari, 
where I've also served as a Research Fellow under Prof. Ludovico Baratto, Dr. Mirko Marras, and Dr. 
Giacomo Medda. My research focuses on lnformation Retrieval, Recommender Systems, Explainability and 
Natural Language Processing. 

I have authored four research papers, including two published in top-tier international conferences 
(ACM CIKM '25, ACM RecSys '24). I am also part of the Excellence Program, an honors track 
reserved for only two top-performing students, and an Lead the Future (LTF) Mentee, a selective mentorship 
program for outstanding students with an acceptance rate of around 10%. I've also been recognized by Forbes 
as one of the top 100 graduate students in Italy. 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

Research Assistant @ University of Cagliari 08/2024 - 12/2025 

Presented three research papers at the 18th ACM RecSys (1,100+ attendees, Bari, Italy), the 34th ACM CIKM 
(1,470+ attendees, Seoul, South Korea) and 2nd WAILS conferences. 
Supervised one BSc student through completion of Bachelor's thesis 

Research Intern @ U niversity of Cagliari 09 /2023 - 07 /2024 
Transformer-based recommendation models leveraging knowledge graphs. 

Research Intern @ U niversity of Cagliari 07 /2023 - 09/2024 
Fundamentals of Quantum Computation, Quantum Algorithms, and Quantum Machine Learning. Implemented 
Shor's Algorithm for semiprime factorization and explored basic Quantum Algorithms using Qiskit to reinforce 
theoretical understanding through practical simulation. 

EDUCATION 

2024 - present 
2024 - 2024 
2021 - 2024 

MSc Artificial Intelligence at U niversity of Cagliari 
BSc Computer Engineering at University of Oviedo (Erasmus+ Program) (GPA: 4.0/4.0) 
BSc Computer Science and Data Analytics at University of Cagliari (GPA: 4.0/4.0, laude) 

PUBLICATIONS 

Soccol, Alessandro, Ludovico Baratto, Giacomo Balloccu, et al. (2024). "KGGLM: A Generative Language Model 
for Generalizable Knowledge Graph Representation Learning in Recommendation". In: Proceedings of the 18th

ACM Conference on Recommender Systems, RecSys 2024, Bari, Italy, October 14-18, 2024. 

Baratto, Ludovico et al. (2025). "hopwise: A Python Library for Explainable Recommendation based on Path 
Reasoning aver Knowledge Graphs". In: Proceedings of the 34th ACM Conference on Information and

Knowledge Management, CIKM 2025, Seoul, South Korea, November 10-14, 2025. 

Soccol, Alessandro and Giacomo Medda and (2025). "Effective and Transparent Course Recommendation through 
Causal Reasoning with Language Models". In: Proceedings of the 15th Italian Information Retrieval

Workshop, IIR 2025, Cagliari, Italy, September 3-5, 2025. 

Soccol, Alessandro and Gianni Fenu and (2025). "Low-Resource Course Recommendation for Professional Training 
Associations". In: Proceedings of the 2nd Workshop on Artificial Intelligence with and for Learning

Sciences, WAILS 2025 Cagliari, Italy, December 10-12, 2025. 




